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PRRTHS BUCKEYE CHAPTER MINUTES 
MAY 20, 2018 

 

The May 20, 2018 Buckeye Chapter meeting was called to order at 1:30 PM by President 
Al Doddroe at the Upper Arlington Library. 

The secretary's report was read and approved. Motion to approve by Christos Fouras and 
seconded by Russ Thompson. 

The treasurer was absent but the amount was given by Al Doddroe. Presently we have 
$6190.57. A comment was made by Secretary Kehn that maybe we could come up with 
some extra money to even out the amount to a round number. Thanks to Dave Gruber 
who gave the Chapter 43 cents. 

OLD BUSINESS 

Lines West shirts and hats can be had by contacting secretary Kehn. 

Last meeting Dan Adair suggested a day trip over the C&M. Unfortunately, Dan found 
that renting a van was too much money, so the trip did not take place. 

2021 Annual Meeting 

For the past year or so we have been talking about hosting the 2021 PRRTHS Annual 
Meeting here in Columbus. Al Doddroe, Dick Briggs, and Jim Kehn have met with a 
representative from the Embassy Suites in Dublin to work out details. This was presented 
at the Annual Meeting in Altoona and  the PRRTHS Board of Directors will look over 
the contract.  

We have negotiated a room rate of $132 a night which includes a comp breakfast and 
Happy Hour in the afternoon. This is available to each individual staying at the hotel, so 
if there are two to a room (a suite, and they are nice!) they both get the breakfast (and its 
a REAL breakfast!). Rooms will be blocked Wednesday through Sunday. Two 
organizations I have been involved with have used this venue and found it to be a great 
facility. 

So, bottom line, we are doing the 2021 Annual Convention and we will need plenty of 
volunteers to help.   Al said that the Altoona Annual meeting this month had 450 people 
attend. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
Al Doddroe brought a bunch of Altoona meeting bags and gave them out for free. He also 
had a bunch of hats for a donation. We took any donation! 

Vice President Christos Fouras is looking into standardizing our meeting dates and 
possibly going to different locations. Urbana, Lancaster, and Outville have been 
suggested. 

The Columbus Historical Society is currently showing an exhibit of the Buckeye Steel 
Castings Company. 

The Bradford Railroad festival is being held June 2. 

Al reported on the status of PRR K4 1361 in Altoona. Currently the boiler is blocked up 
on a flatcar. The boiler and tender are under cover in the new roundhouse at the 
Railroaders Memorial Museum. A talk given by Bennett Levin says that it would be 
cheaper to build a new boiler to current standards than to restore the original one.  He 
will be spearheading a movement to fund this with private money only (NO government 
money), and also add roller bearings to the driving wheels. Bob Flores added that 1361 
was often used out of Columbus. 

Bob also had a number of PRRTHS books for sale after the meeting and is encouraging 
the search for new members. 

Russ Thompson is setting up a tour of the age of Steam Roundhouse for Sept 15 at noon. 
Cost is $20. More details later. 

Russ also mentioned an upcoming auction (no date yet) of a large HO collection through 
Gibbs Auctions. More details on that later. 

He also showed a K4 builders plate. 

Meeting ended at 2:13 PM. 

Our speaker was Bert Kram, who gave a wonderful talk about the little known 
Indianapolis and Frankfort Railroad (I&F) which was one of the last mainlines built by 
the PRR. Bert shared his many memories of growing up in Frankfort, Indiana and his 
being around the Monon , NKP and PRR. He remembers, as a high school kid, unloading 
bags of cement from boxcars (they weighed 94 lbs) for a local builder's supply. He was 
also lucky enough to befriend the local PRR crews and get rides on real H10's!  

We will be looking forward to Bert giving his talk in 2021! 

Meeting ended at 3:45PM  

Submitted by: Jim Kehn, Secretary 


